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Hello, Meredith Hill families!  Here is our second issue of tips and ideas for learning activities your family 

can do for fun.  Yes, FUN!  Many games are also learning opportunities (reading directions, understanding 

and following the rules, using vocabulary associated with the games, etc.)  Have a wonderful spring break! 

Shuffle Up Some Fun Learning 
With a Deck of Cards! 

 
There are many card games that are not only fun, but can 
be a learning experience, too!   
For example: 

Go Fish/Memory => matching, numbers, color s,  
vocabulary (suits, face cards, deal, shuffle, turn-taking) 

War => greater  than/less than, number  values,     
turn-taking, rule-following 
 

You can make up your own games! 
For early learners, make sorting/counting games.  
Sort cards (by color, number, suit) and place in different 
piles or fun containers.  Take out a set of cards 1-10, 
shuffle, then make a line of cards in number order. 
 Great opportunity to build math and vocabulary 

skills as you talk through their actions and choices. 
 
For calculation practice, make equations to solve for  
addition/multiplication.  Remove the face cards or  
assign a value to them.  Shuffle the deck, then pull two 
cards to add or multiply.  Write the equation and solve. 
 Add English Language Arts (ELA) by making up 

and writing a story problem to go with the equation! 
 Make it a game:  Shuffle the cards and deal the 

deck to all players.  Set aside any extra.  Similar to 
the game of War, but each player pulls two cards to 
add/multiply.  The one whose card pair equals the 
higher sum/product, wins all the cards from that 
hand.  Continue until all the cards are gone.  The one 
with the most cards wins!   

 
For Number Talks, pull two sets of cards to make 2 
two-digit numbers to add together and solve mentally.  
Discuss the strategy used to find your answer. 
 Practice estimating by rounding the two-digit     

numbers to the nearest 10.  Pull three cards to round 
to the nearest 100. 

 
What math games or ideas can your family come up 
with?  Share with our  school community on the  
newsletter Facebook post or email Mrs. W to post for 
you!  lwennema@fwps.org 

Remember Kelso! 
As we are spending more time with our 
families, connecting can be challenging 
and conflict is surely to arise. Like we do 
at school, you can use Positive Problem 
Solving with Kelso’s Choices: 

 Talk It Out 
 Go To Another Game 
 Share and Take Turns 
 Ignore It 
 Walk Away 
 Tell Them To STOP, 
 Apologize 
 Make A Deal 

and don’t forget to always Wait and Cool 
Off  FIRST if you need to!  

 
More ideas to add to your repertoire of 
movement breaks to rev up your brain 
and body!  

OVERHEAD REACHES: Alternate 
stretching arms up and overhead;  go 
faster to get your heart rate going! 
DANCE PARTY:  Turn on the music 
and don’t be shy — dance like  
nobody’s watching!  **Bonus:  sing, 
hum, or drum a song you’ve learned in 
music class this year!  

Get your hands messy!  Spread 
some shaving cream on a table. Use 
your finger as a pencil in the cream 
to practice drawing shapes or writing 
sight words, the letter for the match-
ing sound, CVC words, answers to 
math problems, etc.  HAVE FUN! 

 IDEA 

 


